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The second three-month period of the Bridging Digital Divide Project has been finalized by 

the end of January 2008. During this period, to be detailed below, the first national 

coordination meeting was realized, the project was presented to a broad based audience and 

the whole system of ECDL e-learning modules, Learning Management System and Web 

Portal has been developed and one month pilot stage has been started. 

November 2007 

The design of the promotional materials including roll-ups, display posters and brochures was 

finalized and published. 

Weekly meetings with Netron Corporate Solution were continued to be held in November in 

order to enrich the three pillar system of the Project consisting of ECDL e-learning, Learning 

Management System and web Portal. The context of the website has been prepared. 

Anadolu Biliĸim Hizmetleri A.ķ. (ABH), the conventional partner of Netron Corporate 

Solutions, has been involved in the project as the hosting service provider for the Project 

website covering ECDL e-learning modules, Learning Management System and Web Portal. 

The domain name of the project site has been determined as www.bilgitoplumu.net.  

At the end of November, preparations for the Youth ITC Summit from 13
th
 till the 16th of 

December 2007 in Ankara, which was the first national coordination meeting of the Bridging 

Digital Divide Project started. 

December 2007 

During the first week of December, the concluding remarks for the Youth ICT Summit have 

been completed. The participants were determined and the experts from leading ICT sectors 

were invited to the Summit.  

A press release broadcasting the launch of Bridging Digital Divide Project was prepared with 

the contributions of Turkey Vodafone Foundation and delivered to various press agencies. 

Youth ITC Summit, 13th -16th December 2007  Ankara 

The first national coordination meeting of the Bridging Digital Divide Project was realized 

between the dates of 13th -16th December 2007 in Ankara in Baĸkent ¥ĵretmen Evi. The 

meeting which welcomed 144 participants from 50 cities of Turkey is named as Youth ICT 

Summit (the list of the participants are enclosed). The representatives of Local Agenda 21 

http://www.bilgitoplumu.net/
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National Youth Parliament and volunteer IT trainers as the multipliers of Bridging Digital 

Divide attended in the Summit. 

Experts from different private companies such as Cisco Systems, Vodafone, Microsoft 

Turkey, Intel and Netron participated in the meeting and discussed the issue of youth, ICT and 

empowerment in the section of óPrivate Sectorôs Approach to Youth Workô. Furthermore, the 

meeting concerning the presentation of the  

Bridging Digital Divide Project welcomed governmental and non-governmental organizations 

representatives.  

Besides, the representatives of United Nations Development Programme, T.R. Prime Ministry 

State Planning Organization were present at the Summit and motivated the youth IT 

volunteers to enhance their works and volunteer activities. The opening speech of the Summit 

was made firstly by Halil Ķbrahim Ak­a from the State Planning Organization, then Ulrika 

Richardson GOLINSKI, UNDP Deputy Resident Representative and lastly by Eymen 

Geydirenler member of Local Agenda 21 National Youth Parliamentôs executive board.    

On the first day of the ICT Youth Summit, the Bridging 

Digital Divide Project was launched with the participation 

of the representatives from Vodafone Turkey Foundation, 

UNDP and Youth Association for Habitat. 

Anatolia News Agency participated in the Youth ICT 

Summit for the launch of the Bridging Digital Divide 

Project. The news about the launch of the Bridging Digital Divide Project was published on 

various web portals and forums as follows (Annex-1): 

1. Milliyet.com.tr, 14th December, Friday, 

http://www.milliyet.com.tr/2007/12/14/son/sontur64.asp 

2. Showhaber, 14th December, Friday, 

http://www.showhaber.com/38244/Manset/Bilgisayar-bilmeyen-kalmayacak.html 

3. T¿rkiyeônin en B¿y¿k Basketbol Forumu, 14th December, Friday, 

http://www.nbatrky.com/bilgisayar-bilmeyen-kalmayacak-t32416.html?p=117296 

4. Webmaster Forum, Webmaster Okulu, 

http://www.r10.net/teknoloji-genel/107517-bilgisayar-bilmeyen-kalmayacak.html 

5. Ger­ek G¿ndem, Ekonomi,  

http://www.milliyet.com.tr/2007/12/14/son/sontur64.asp
http://www.showhaber.com/38244/Manset/Bilgisayar-bilmeyen-kalmayacak.html
http://www.nbatrky.com/bilgisayar-bilmeyen-kalmayacak-t32416.html?p=117296
http://www.r10.net/teknoloji-genel/107517-bilgisayar-bilmeyen-kalmayacak.html
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http://www.gercekgundem.com/?p=101116 

6. Rizeônin yeni sesi, Teknoloji 

http://www.elli3.com/ 

7. lifeinbursa.com, 

http://www.lifeinbursa.com/haberx/32149/16/bilgisayar_bilmeyen_kalmayacak.htm 

8. Beyaz.org-Teknoloji, 

http://www.beyaz.org/teknoloji/ 

9. http://www.tazehaber.com/tarih.php?p=2&h=1&t=12/14/2007 

10. http://www.realist.web.tr/haber/24414/bilgisayar_bilmeyen_kalmayacak.htm 

 

During the ICT Youth Summit, the workshops were held about the opportunities, strengthens 

and the weakness of youth in their local in terms of realizing the IT projects. Besides, 

participants talked about the methods to coordinate all ICT projects and create reasonable 

linkage among them. Hereby, the roles of the young IT 

leaders in the Bridging Digital Divide Project were 

discussed. They were determined as the local and 

regional consultancy bodies of the project that will 

help the new users with the ECDL e-learning modules 

and inform them about the youth activities and 

development in Information and Communication 

Technologies through forums placed in the project 

website. 

At the very last day of the Summit, Netron 

Corporate Solutions delivered trainings Learning 

Management System and ECDL e-learning 

modules. In these trainings, the issues like the 

concept of the certificate, how to get in the ECDL 

e-learning trainings and how to use Learning 

Management System have been cleared out. In 

addition to this, the participants have been informed 

about the role of the volunteer trainers on the Learning Management System. Also the forum 

topics which should be used in the project website were discussed.   In order to make the 

youngsters more active and motivated.  

http://www.gercekgundem.com/?p=101116
http://www.elli3.com/
http://www.lifeinbursa.com/haberx/32149/16/bilgisayar_bilmeyen_kalmayacak.htm
http://www.beyaz.org/teknoloji/
http://www.tazehaber.com/tarih.php?p=2&h=1&t=12/14/2007
http://www.realist.web.tr/haber/24414/bilgisayar_bilmeyen_kalmayacak.htm
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At the end of the Summit, the promotional materials have been distributed to the 

representatives of each region. 

Promotion of the Bridging Digital Divide Project  

On the 26
th
 December 2007, Youth Association for Habitat and Netron Corporate Solutions 

gathered at Netron Corporate Solutions training centre to negotiate and develop 

communication strategies for the promotion of Bridging Digital Divide. Hereby, it is decided 

to prepare an annual communication plan for the Project promotion. It is planned to launch a 

systematic approach for the project promotion in order to reach the targeted number, 

1.000.000 young people after finalizing the testing stage. 

Project presentation at the International Level,  

Global Knowledge Summit, 11
th

 -13
th

 December, Kuala Lumpur 

The Bridging Digital Divide Project was represented in the third annual Global Knowledge 

Summit. The Summit was realized from 11
th
 till 13th of December 2007 in Kuala Lumpur 

with the partnership of various organizations and Swiss Development Agency. Panels and 

workshops have been realized on the topics of Improving individuals, Improving technologies 

and Developing Markets with the participation of 2000 experts.  

Basak Saral attended the Summit and presented the IT projects conducted by Youth 

Association for Habitat with the partnership of UNDP and private sector including the 

Bridging Digital Divide Project in the section named ñThe Impact of ICT on Individualsò.  

 

January 

The testing stage of the web portal, ECDL e-learning modules and LMS 

The testing stage of the web portal, ECDL e-learning and LMS was launched on the 22
th
 of 

January on www.bilgitoplumu.net.  

The Executive Board of Local Agenda National Youth Parliament met on 26
th
 and 27

th
 of 

January in Istanbul. The participants mainly evaluated the local and national youth activities 

and discussed new IT projects conducted by Youth Association for Habitat during the 

meeting. The testing stage of Bridging Digital Divide Project; its web portal, ECDL e-

learning and LMS was introduced and the members of the Executive Board became the first 

http://www.bilgitoplumu.net/
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users and multipliers. They started to announce the testing stage to the members of the 

National Youth Parliament in their regions. 

The volunteer IT trainers of Empowerment of Youth for the Improved e-Governance in 

Turkey Project and the executive board of Local Agenda 21 National Youth Parliament 

participated in the testing stage and shared their opinion and suggestions for the further 

development of the project website. The forum has been used actively during the testing stage 

and the number of the users reached to 218 by the date of 20
th
 of February. For being the 

initial users of the system, they mainly detected the deficiencies and proposed new functions 

for the Web Portal through forums in the webpage.  

Necessary changes have been made during the testing stage and the front page of the project 

website has been changed according to the recommendations and contributions of pilot users. 

(Annex-2) 

February 

Promotion of the Bridging Digital Divide Project by Volunteer IT trainers at the local level 

Between the dates of 4
th
-9

th
 February, the young volunteers for Empowerment of Youth for 

the Improved e-Governance in Turkey Project gathered in Istanbul for the trainings of master 

trainers in Netron Corporate Solutionôs training centre. 14 volunteer IT trainers, including at 

least a trainer from each region, were trained to be the master trainers. One day of the training 

was allocated to the introduction of Bridging Digital Divide Project. They were delivered 

LMS training on the 7
th
 of February. The master trainers have been informed about the 

Bridging Digital Divide Project as they would be the core multipliers.  

Subsequent to the trainings of master trainers, the master 

trainers started to organize trainings of trainers to coach the 

potential volunteer IT trainers in Turkey. These training for 

trainers were realized in Ankara, Eskisehir and Istanbul and 44 

trainers were trained. During these trainings, master trainers 

presented the Bridging Digital Divide Project and its web portal 

to new volunteer IT trainers which in the end made them the 

new multipliers and promoters of the Bridging Digital Divide 
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Project. They were informed about the ECDL e-learning modules and Learning Management 

System. The training in Istanbul was realized in 20
th
- 24

th
 of February, Ankara and Eskisehir 

Trainings were realized between the dates of 12-17
th
 of February. 

Community Internet Access Points- (Kamu Internet Eriĸim Merkezi-KĶEM) 

On the 17
th
 of February, Seda Atabay participated in the meeting of ñEstablishment of New 

Community Internet Access Points (Kamu Intenet Eriĸim Merkezi-KĶEM) and Management 

of Existing KĶEMsò which was organized by Ministry of Education and aimed at developing 

new strategies for the launch of new Community Internet Access Points. Representatives of 

public and private sector were present in the meeting. During the meeting, it was highly 

emphasized that these centers should not be the only used for internet access, but they ought 

to become the training centers which provide e-learning training and computer trainings to the 

people. 

Seda Atabay made a presentation on ICT and youth projects which are conducted by Youth 

Association for Habitat and have a substantial potential in terms of volunteer IT trainers and 

e-learning modules. At this juncture, the Bridging Divide Project with its extensive e-learning 

structure and capacity was introduced. At the end of the meeting, Youth Association for 

Habitat became a part of the working group for developing strategies for the management of 

Community Internet Access Points.  
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ANNEX 

1. An example of the news published on various websites. 
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2. The screenshots of the Project website, ECDL e-learning modules and the forum. 

 

 

 

 


